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problems we are facing. Most importantly, 
we see our parents. The producers. The cre-
ators. The people that selected St. Damian 
School, knowing the kind of education and 
religious teachings that would come our way 
here. They chose wisely, and for that we will 
be in eternal debt, but the first step we make 
in repayment is a heartfelt ‘‘Thank you.’’ 
Sometimes it may seem like a clear-cut, 
simple thanks is not enough, but I think 
even a small compensation represents all of 
the aspects we do not know how to express, 
all of the thoughts we are afraid to admit. 

In just a short while, we will be holding, in 
our own hands, the evidence of our com-
pleted years here at St. Damian. This evi-
dence will be the trial winner to bring us to 
our next quest: high school. A valley of 
chances to recommit to previous promises 
and resolutions, high school will challenge 
us in ways we have never even faced before. 
We will be presented with opportunities we 
never realized we could have. Each of us will 
take up our own pick, and slowly begin to 
etch the rest of our lives into the caves of 
the Earth’s past, present and future. Years 
from now, who knows how many humans will 
look back at those caves and be inspired to 
carry on their own lives in such a respect-
able manner? To the Class of 2004: As a small 
portion of every one of your support sys-
tems, I encourage you to accept the pande-
monium of the present, and to thrust your 
pick into stone before more disarray throws 
itself upon us. I am incredibly proud of all of 
us for absolutely everything we have 
achieved together, and I am sure you are as 
well. I know the essential beliefs we all hold 
will guarantee us a prosperous future, both 
physically and spiritually. Finally, con-
gratulations to one and all, the distinguished 
St. Damian Class of 2004!! 

f 

THE RONALD REAGAN ALZ-
HEIMER’S BREAKTHROUGH ACT 
OF 2004 

HON. ROBERT MENENDEZ 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 16, 2004 

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, today I am 
proud to be joining Senators BOND and MIKUL-
SKI, and my House colleagues, Representa-
tives CHRIS SMITH and ED MARKEY, in intro-
ducing the Ronald Reagan Alzheimer’s Break-
through Act of 2004. This legislation will sig-
nificantly increase our government’s invest-
ment in Alzheimer’s disease research and pa-
tient and caregiver support initiatives. 

As a son whose mother suffers from Alz-
heimer’s, I know personally the sacrifice—both 
financially and emotionally—of families caring 
for a parent with this horrific disease. It is the 
story of so many Hispanics in this nation—a 
story of so many Americans. My family fled 
Cuba to come to find freedom in the United 
States. My mother worked her entire life as a 
seamstress in the factories of New Jersey. 
She spends half of her Social Security check 
on prescription drugs. If it was not for my sis-
ter and me, she would not live with the dignity 
she deserves. 

Because of my personal experience with 
Alzheimer’s, I have always admired Nancy 
and Ronald Reagan’s strength and persever-
ance throughout the President’s battle with 
this heart-wrenching and devastating illness. 
By having gone public, Ronald Reagan in-
creased awareness of this debilitating disease, 
providing hope, comfort, and companionship 

to 4.5 million Americans living with Alzheimer’s 
today. We feel there is no more fitting tribute 
to honor President Reagan’s memory than to 
join together in a bipartisan manner and sup-
port the Ronald Reagan Alzheimer’s Break-
through Act. 

Today, Alzheimer’s disease is the most 
common cause of dementia in older people. 
One in ten people over 65 and nearly half 
those over 85, suffer from Alzheimer’s dis-
ease. And with the aging of our population, we 
can expect those numbers to increase. In fact, 
unless scientific research finds a way to pre-
vent or cure the disease, it is estimated that 
between 11.3 and 16 million people in the 
U.S. will have Alzheimer’s disease by the mid-
dle of the 21st century. 

Just a few weeks ago, I, along with the Alz-
heimer’s Association, released a report that fo-
cuses on the impact of Alzheimer’s on His-
panics. The report predicts that, because His-
panics are the fastest growing population in 
the country and have the greatest life expect-
ancy of any ethnic group, the community will 
experience a six-fold increase in the disease 
by 2050. In numbers, this means that 1.3 mil-
lion Hispanics will have Alzheimer’s disease 
by 2050, compared to fewer than 200,000 cur-
rently living with the disease. 

The legislation introduced today will in-
crease National Institute of Health funding to 
$1.4 billion a year so we can continue to ad-
vance our ability to one day prevent, treat, and 
ultimately cure this disease. This increase is 
necessary if we are going to be serious about 
reducing both the physical and economic 
costs of Alzheimer’s. According to experts, de-
laying the onset and progression of Alz-
heimer’s for even 5 years could save as much 
as $50 billion in annual health care costs. Alz-
heimer’s costs American businesses more 
than $36.5 billion annually due to lost produc-
tivity of employees who are caregivers and the 
health care costs associated with the disease. 

Alzheimer’s is a far-reaching disease and a 
serious strain on families because it not only 
affects families’ lives, jobs, and finances, but 
also their mental and physical well-being. In 
response, this legislation provides a tax credit 
of up to $3,000 to help pay the expenses of 
families who care for loved ones with long- 
term care needs. 

In addition, this bill increases authorization 
levels for a series of programs to help families 
care for their loved ones; increases funding 
levels for research initiatives focused on pre-
vention and care; and authorizes funding for a 
public education campaign to inform the public 
about prevention techniques. 

Congress needs to make wise investments 
on behalf of the American people. Alzheimer’s 
research is one of those important and critical 
investments we must make now, so that future 
generations of Americans will have the med-
ical resources and knowledge to cope with the 
challenge of caring for a parent, family mem-
ber, or friend living with this disease. By mak-
ing this investment today, it is my hope that 
one day soon a cure will be found so Alz-
heimer’s will be a part of medical history in-
stead of a family’s reality. 

SUPPORTING RESPONSIBLE FA-
THERHOOD AND ENCOURAGING 
GREATER INVOLVEMENT OF FA-
THERS IN THE LIVES OF THEIR 
CHILDREN 

SPEECH OF 

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 14, 2004 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speaker, it is 
startling when one in three children are raised 
‘‘fatherless’’, but it is part of our reality. Nu-
merous studies have shown the devastating 
effects on children when fathers did not play 
an active role in their child’s life. For these 
reasons, although, it is important to discuss 
the interactions of mother and child, we can-
not forget the interactions of the whole family 
and the inclusion of fathers. 

As the Committee on Education and the 
Workforce discussed the reauthorization of 
Head Start, I was able to have A Fatherhood 
Initiative amendment incorporated into the bill. 
The initiative is intended to strengthen the role 
of fathers in families, in their child’s life, and 
allow them to play an interactive role in their 
child’s development and education. By getting 
fathers involved during their child’s early 
years, we hope it will set the precedent for a 
lifetime of bonding and positive interaction be-
tween the two. Within this initiative and after 
the general outreach to father, the fathers will 
be included in home visits and targeted for 
more participation. 

Although we would hope that all fathers 
would take part in their child’s life, it is not al-
ways the case. This is why my amendment 
extends the father initiative to father figures as 
well to make sure that the male role model is 
firm in a child’s life, whether it is an older 
brother, uncle, grandfather or step-parent. 

Madam Speaker, as we get ready to cele-
brate Father’s Day on Sunday, we hope that 
more fathers will step up to their important role 
as a parent. Yet, it is also a day to give great 
praise, support and to celebrate the fathers in 
our Nation that never gave up, never backed 
down and have always been fathers and dad-
dies to their children. Overall, our focus should 
be on the child—and to fully bring awareness 
of the best well-being of a child, we must put 
our efforts on strengthening the whole family. 

f 

FAIR OPPORTUNITY FOR THE LIT-
TLE GUY UNDER EMINENT DO-
MAIN 

HON. BOB FILNER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 17, 2004 

Mr. FILNER. Mr Speaker, I rise today to 
urge support of H.R. 4603, the Eminent Do-
main Relief for the Little Guy Act. I have intro-
duced this bill to address a current law that 
makes the hardship of being forced to sell 
property to the government under eminent do-
main even more difficult. 

The use of eminent domain is authorized in 
the Constitution and has been used through-
out our Nation’s history to acquire the property 
necessary to build roads, schools, military 
bases, and government buildings. However, 
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